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Zz H E Diſcourſe we had the - 
= Other Day, 1: hope ſatisfied 


Ap you in the main, thar Chrift 
SSSSSPFE can have but one Church 
DIAS herc upan'Earth;; and I be- 
lieve that ic ts as viſible» as that-the Scri- 
pture 15 m Print, That 'none can be that 
Church, but chat whichis call'd the Roman- 
Coathbolick Church. IT think you need not 
trouble your (elf with cntring into that 
Ocean -of particular Diſputes, when the 
main, and in ruth, the only Queſtion is, 
Where that Church, as, which we profets 
te beheye in the'two Cxeads 2 We declare 
there to bdlicye One Cathodeck, and Apoſtalick 
Church ; and it 1s not left to every phama- 
ical Man's Head to believe as he pleaſes, 
but tothe Gluarch, to whom Crif teft.tho 
Power upon Zanth,toGbycroims .mMaers 
of Fath, whe made theſe Cieeds for our 
Direchons, kt were: a #cty gerational thing 
t9:make Laws!for;a Cennpey, ahd kaye 15 
\ 2 


fO. 
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to the Inhabitants to be the Interpreters . 


and Judges of thoſe Laws : For then every 
Man will be his own Judge, and by conſe- 
quence no fuch thing; as. ether Right or 


Wrong. Can we thercfore ſuppoſe that - 


God Almighty would leave us at thofe Un- 
certaintics, as to give us a Rule to go by, 
and leave every Man to be his own Judge? 
I do ask any ingenuous Man, Whether ic 
be not the.ſame thing to follow our own 
Phancy, or to Interpret the Scripture by it ? 


I would have any Man ſhew me, where the 


Power of Deciding Matters of Faith is gi- 
ven to every particular Man. Chriſt left E 
Power to his Church cvyen to forgive fins in 
Heaven, and left his Spirit with them, which 
they Exercis'd after his Reſurrection : Firſt 
by his Apoſtles in their Creed, and many 
Years after by the-Council at 'Nice, where 
that Creed was made thar' is call'd by that 
Name; and by the Power which they had 
receiv'd\ from Chriſt, they were the Judges 
even of the: Scripture i felf many Years at- 
ter the Apoſtles, which Books were Cano- 
nical, and which were not. And if they had 
this Power then, I deſire to know how they 
came to loſe it; and by what —_—— 
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Men ſeparate themſelves from thatChurch? 


'Theonly Pretence I ever. heard of, was, be- 


cauſe the Church has fail'd in wreſting and 
Interpreting the Scripture contrary to the 
true Senſe and Meaning of it ; and that 
they have Impoſed Articles of Faith upon 
us, which are not to be warranted by Gods 
Word: I do deſire to know who is to be 
Judge of that, whether the whole Church, 
the Succeſſion. whereof has continu'd to 
this Day without Interruption, or particu- 
lar Men who have rais'd Schiſms for their 
own Adyantage ? 


This is a true Copy of a Paper I found in 


the late King my Brother s Strong Box, 
written in His own Hand. 


FAMES R. 
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The Second Paprr. 


ITT is a fad _ to confider what a 
I world of Hereſ1cs are crept into this 


© | Nation.. Every Man thinks himſelf 


- as competent a Judge of the Scri- 
ptures as the very Apoſtles themſelves ; 
and *tis no-wondet that it ſhould be, ſmce 
that part of the Nation which looks moſt 
like a Church, dares not bring the eruc Ar- 
guments againſt the other Sets, for fear 
they thould be qura'd. agamiſt themlelyes, 
and: confutcd 'by ther own Arguments. 
The Church of Zrglaxd (as as call d ) 
would fain have it thought, that they are 
the Judges mn Matters Spiritual, and yet 
darc not ſay politively that there is no Ap- 
peal from them : for either they muſt ſay 
that they are Infallble, (which they cannot 
pretend to) or confeſs, that what they De- 
cidein Marrers of Confaerice, is no further 
to be follow'd, than it agrees with ceycry 
Man's private Judgment. It Chrift did leave 
os . RES a Church 
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4'Church here upon Earth, and we were 
all once of that Church, how, and by what 
Authority, did we ſeparate from that 
Church? If the Power of Interpreting of 


| Scripture be in every Man's Brain, what 
need 


_ we of aChurch or Church-men ? 
To what,purpoſe then did our Saviour, at- 
ter he had giyen his Apoſtles Power to Bind 
axd Looſe in Heaven and Earth, add. to it, 
that he would be with them even to the end of 
the World ? Theſe words were not ſpoken 
Paxabolically, or by way of Figure. Chriſt 
was.then aſcending into his Glory, and lett 
his Power with his Church cyen to the End 
ofi the Warld, We have had theſe hundred 
(cars paſt, the fad Effects of denying to 
the Chuxch: that Power in Matters. Spiri- 
tual, without an Appeal. What Country 
can ſubliſt in-Peace or Quict, wherethere 15 
not a Suprcam Judge trom whence there 
can be no Appeal ? Can there be any Juſtice 
done; where the Offenders ane "their: own 
Judges and- equal Interpreters of the Law, 
with thoſe that are appointed ro adminiſter 
Juttige > This 1s our Caſe here in Ezg/and 
in- Mattcrs Spiritual : for the Proteſtants are 
| | not . 


| (6) 
-not-of the Church of England, as 'tis the 
true Church. from whence there can be no 
Appeal ; but. becauſe the Diſcipline of that 
Fc is conformable at that preſent to 
their Fancies, which as ſoon as it ſhall con- 
tradiCt or vary from, they are ready to em- 
brace or joyn with the next Congregation 
of People, whoſe Diſcipline and Worſhi 

agrees with their Opinion at that time ; ſo 
that according to this Doftrine there is no 
other Church, nor Interpreter of Scripture 
but that which lies in every Man's giddy 
Brain. I deſire to know therefore of eyery 
ſerious Conſiderer of theſe Things, whe- 
ther the great Work our Salvation ought 
to depend upon ſuch a Sandy Foundation 
as this ? Did Chriſt ever fay to the Civil 
Magiſtrate (much leſs to the People.) 7hat 
he would be with them to the End of the 
World ? 'Or, did he give them the Power 
to forgive Sins ? St. Paul tells the Corinthi- 
ans, Te are God's Husbandry, ye are God's 
Building ; We are Lahourers with God. This 
ſhews who are the Labourers, and who are 
the Husbandry and Building : And in this 
whole Chapter and 1n the preceding one, 
St. Paul 
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St. Pax! takes great pains ta ſet farth char 
they, tha Cleo, have. the Spirit of God, 
without "which no man: ſedrcheth the deep 
things of God ; and he. cancludeth the Chap, 
ter with thisVerfe, For who bath known the 
mind of the -Lord that he may inſtru him? 
he we have th mind of Chrift. Now. if we 

o but conſider in humane Probability and 
Reaſan, the Pawers Chriſt leaves. to his 
Church in the Goſpel, and St. Paul ex- 
plains ſo; diſtingly atterwards, we cannot 
think chat our Saviour ſaid all theſe things 
to no purpoſe. And pray conſider on the 
other ſide, that thoſe who reſiſt the Truth, 
and will not ſubnut to his Church, draw 
their Arguments from Implications, and 
far-fetch'd Interpretations, at the ſame time 
that they deny plain and poſitive Words ; 
which is ſo great a_Diſingenuity,. that "ris 
not almoſt to be thought that they can 
believe themſelyes. Is there any other 
Foundation of the Proteſtant Church, but 
that 1t the Civil Magiſtrate pleaſe, he may 
call ſuch of the Clergy as he thinks fic for 
his turn at that time ; and turn the Church 
cither to Preſbytery, Independency, or _— 

4 B what 
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what he pleaſes? This was:the way of our 

retended Reformation.herc in England; and 

by the ſame Rule and Authority it may be 

altered into as many more Shapes and 
Forms as there are Fancics in Mens Heads. 


This is a true Copy of a Paper written by 
the late King my Brother in. His own 
Hand, which I found in bis Cloſet: | 


JAMES R. 
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” T is ſo reaſonable to expect, that a 
 Pcrſon always Bred up in the Church 
of England, and as well Inſtructed in 

=. the Doctrine of it, as the beſt Di- 
vines, and her Capacity could make her, 
ſhould be liable to many Cenſures, for lea- 
ving That, and making her ſelf a Member 

f - fs Roman-Catholick Church, to which, 1 
confeſs, I was one of: the greateſt Enemies 
it ever had ; That I chooſe rather to en- 
deayour to.ſatisfie my Friends, by reading 
this Paper, than to have the trouble to an- 
ſwer all the Queſtions that may daily be 
asked me. 

And Firſt, I do proteſt m the Preſence 
of Almighty God, That no Perion, Man 
or Woman, Directly nor Indirectly, ever 
ſaid any thing to me ( ſince I came into 
England) or us'd the leaſt Endeavour to 
make me change: my. Religion : Ir is a 
Bleſſing I: whale cos tw: Almighty God, 
and'I hope the hearing of a Prayer I daily 
made him, ever ſince I.was:in France and 

70S B 2 Flan- | 
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Flanders ; Where ſeeing much of the De- 
yotion of the Catholicks (tho' I had yery 
little my es uy Iaae3a Re- 

ueft to God, That if T wete 
. roage* might before I'died, be in the ce 
Religion. I did not in the leaſt doubt We 
that I was (o, and never:had'any.manner bf 
Scruple: till November-lait} When treading 
2 Book; call'd'7e- Hiſtory of the' Reformation, 
by Doctor Heylyz, which T had heard very 
much commended, .and had been told, if 
_ ever I had any Doubt'in m Religion; that 
would ſettle me: Inſtead of which, I'found 
it the Deſcription of : the horrideſt Sacri- 
ledges in the World ; and could find no 
Reaſon why: we left the Church, bur for 
- Three the moſt Abominable ones that 
were eyer heard of amongſt C briſtians : 
Firſt, Henry the Eighth renounces the Pope's 
Authority , becauſe he would not give ohh 
leave to part with his Wite, and Marry an- 
other in her life-ume. Secondly, Edward 
the Sixth was a Child//and goyern'd by his 
Uncle, who 'madg his Biftavo out of the 
Church-Lands. 'And 'then Queen Eliza- 

beth, who being no Lawtful Heireſs to the 


Crown, 


? 
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Crown, could haye no way to keep it, but 
by rcnouncing a, Church that could never 
ſ{uffer ſo. Unlawful a thing to be done by 
one-of Her Children. 1 confeſs, I cannor 
think the Holy Ghoſt could ever be in ſuch 
Counſels. And it is very ftrange, 'that if 
FG PUROPS had no Deſign, but (as they ſay) 
nexeſtoring us to the Doctrine of the Pri- 
mnye Church, they ſhould ncyer think 
upon 1t tl Henry the Eighth made the 
Breach upon ſo Unlawtul a. Pretence. 
(c Scruples being rais'd; I begun to con- 
" fiderof the Difference between the Carho- 
licks and Us, and Examin'd them as well 
as. I could by- the Holy Scripture ; which 
tho' I do not pretend to be able ro under- 
ſtand, yet there are ſome things I found ſo 
ca(ic, that I cannot but wonder I had becn 
fo long without finding them out: As the 
Real. Preſence in the Bleſſed Sacrament, the 
- Infallibility of the Church, Confeſſion, and 
Praying for the Dead. After this, I ſpoke 5;etws 4.8. 
ſcycrally ro Two of the belt Biſhops we, . 
have in England, who both told mc, there of nip. 
were many things in the Roman Church, 
which (it were very much to be —_— 
ad. 
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had kept ; As Confeſſion, which was, no 
doubt, Commanded by God ; That Pray- 
ing for the. Dead was one of the Ancient 


things in Chriſtianity : That for their parts, 


they did it daily, tho' they would not'own 
it. And afterwards, preſling one of them 
very much _ the other Points, he told 
me, That if he had been bred a Catholick, 
he would not change his Religion , bur, 
that being of another Church, wherein, he 
was ſure, were all things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, he thought it very ill to give thar 
Scandal, as to leave that Church, wherein 
he had recerv'd his Baptiſm. 

All theſe Diſcourſes did but add moreto 
the Deſire I had to be a Catholick, and gave 
me the moſt terrible Agonies in the world, 
within my ſelf. For all this, fearing to be 
raſh in a Matter of that Weight, I did all I 
could to fatisfic my ſelf ; made 1t my daily 
Prayer to God to ſettle me in the Right, 
and ſo went on Chriſtmas-day to receive in . 
the King's +0. i am after which, I was 

an ever, and could never 

þe in quiet till I had told my Defire to a 
Catholick ; who brought a Prieſt to me, 
7 and 
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and.that was the Firſt I ever did:Converſe 
with, upon my Word. The more I ſpoke 
to. him, the more I was Confirm'd in my 
Deſign, and. as it 15 impoſſible for me to 
doubt of the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who ſays,. the Holy Sacrament is His Body 
and Blood: ſo I cannot believe, that He 
who 1s the Author of all Truth, and who 
has promis'd to be with his Church to the 
End of the World, would permit them to 
give that Holy Myſtery tothe Laity but in 
one Kand, if it were not Lawtful fo to do. 

I am not able, or if I were, would I enter 
into Diſputes with any Body ; I only in 
ſhort ſay this for the changing of my Re- 
Iigion, which I take God to Witneſs I would 
neyer have done, if 1 had thought it poſſi- 
ble to Save my Soul otherwiſe. I think I. 
necd not fay it 1s any Intereſt in this World 
leads me to it; 1t will be, plain enough to 
every body, that I muſt loſe all the Friends: 
and Credit I have. here, by it ; and have 
my well weighed which I could beſt part 
with, my ſhare in this World, or the next : 
I thank God, I found no difhculty in the 
Choice. | 

My 
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My only Prayer is, That the poor Cor1hs- 
licks of this Nation may nor ſuffer:for my 
being af their Religion'; | Thar God would 
but give me Patience to bear 
then ſcnd meany Afflictions i 
ſo I may <njo 
after; 1 --- 
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St. Fames's Aup. 
29. I 670: : 


